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ABSTRACT

The Levels of Role Performance and Role Conflict of ECE

and ECSE Teachers in Inclusive Settings

Young Mi Song

Major in Early Childhood Special Education
Graduate School of Education, Kongju National University

Supervised by Prof. Kwang—-Sun Cho Blair, Ph.D.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the levels of role-performance
and the role-conflict of general early childhood education (ECE) and early childhood
special education (ECSE) teachers in inclusive settings. A survey questionnaire,
using a rating scale, was employed with 128 teachers. The teachers were sampled
from 50 public kindergartens listed in the 2004 Special Education Handbook
published by the Korean Association for Special Education and 63 daycare centers
registered by the Central Childcare Information Center in 2005. The results were as
follows.

First, the results demonstrated that the overall role-performance levels
among teachers were found to be average and the overall role-conflict levels were
found to be low. Second, the levels of role-performance differed according to types
of teacher role. Overall, most teachers demonstrated higher levels of
role-performance as curriculum designer, lesson plan and implementation
professional, and evaluator when compared with as researcher and collaborator. The
same pattern was also found among ECE teachers compared with ECSE teachers.

Conversely, the ECSE teachers were found to have higher levels of
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role-performance, not only as curriculum designer, lesson planning and
implementation professional, and evaluator, but also as assessor. It is considered that
ECSE teachers place more emphasis on assessment than do ECE teachers. Third,
regardless of group, teacher background did not affect the Ilevels of
role-performance.

Forth, the levels of role-conflict among teachers differed according to types
of role-conflict. Regardless of group, no differences were found between the levels
of role-conflict within intra-roles and role-ambiguities. On the other hand, the
role-conflict level was higher in the intra-individual area than in other areas. Fifth,
teacher backgrounds, such as age, teaching experience with children with disabilities,
and program type, were not found to affect the levels of role-conflict regardless of
group. Finally, the levels of role-performance and role-conflict were found to be
correlated; teachers with higher levels of role-performance had lower levels of
role-conflict, while teachers with lower levels of role-conflict had higher levels of

the role-performances.
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